 

NCF SPAIN – REPORT ON THE CARE OF MIGRANT NURSES IN SPAIN
NCF Spain, on behalf of Nurses Christian Fellowships (NCFs) in Europe, applied for seed money to investigate the Care of Migrant Nurses in Spain. We are very grateful that €2,000 was granted to us to complete this project. 
The object of the “Care of Migrant Nurses” project, which we have started in Spain is to help migrant nurses integrate into the Spanish culture and into the Spanish evangelical churches. 
 Loneliness is a major problem for the migrant, whether he/she be a nurse or not . Our aim was to let them know someone cared for them! Nurses are called to care. One of the NCFI strategies is to care for Christian nurses! When a large number of migrants come to a country they tend to congregate in their national churches which can lead to isolation, depression and even the formation of ghettos. This is a social fact, that has been repeated throughout history in every country that has recieved migrants, such as London, New York, Paris and Madrid. 
Here in Madrid  we met migrant nurses who had lost their faith in Christ Jesus, because of the change of culture, their failure to find work in Spain and loneliness. In Madrid the project was presented by Rosa Lopez, who runs the project in Valencia on 23rd of October 2010, at our regional day conference. This was a very different NCF conference! Silvia, an Euadorian migrant nurse, who had been a member of NCF in Ecuador, gave the devotional based on Jeremiah 29:11-13. She explained that the changes in the lives of the migrant nurses were for their good; they had to accept their new position and make the best of it. Pilar, a Spanish midwifery educator, gave a history of midwifery in Spain, which helped to explain the position of nursing in Spain. This was followed by various migrant nurses sharing about their nursing training in their countries, and their experiences . This was very beneficial as it broadened the Spanish nurses understanding of nursing in other countries.   The migrant nurses who attended that conference were from Ecuador, Peru and, Bolivia. 
Migrant nurses are dependent on finding work and we have helped them in this by giving guidance on how to find work, where to go etc. and by praying with them for work. We have also contact with Romanian churches here and have been able to assist nurses in these churches find work. The churches really appreciate our care for the nurses and tell us so.  

Stage Two of our “Care for Migrant Nurses” project, was to hold a further conference. This happened in  March 2011, when we invited more migrant nurses. Nurses live from week to week and they have no money to attend a conference. As a result of the Project we were able to give them scholarships to attend. We were able to fund 4 nurses from, Brazil, Mexico and Nicaragua and combined with the expense of holding the conference, we spent €680.

The teaching in the Conference as very much appreciated.  The theme was “Caring  from Christian Values”. Carmen Medina is an excellent teacher from the University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria. She gave a review of the value of work throughout history. At first, work is seen as good before the fall of man but with the fall, work became a curse. With the Protestant Reformation the idea that work was serving God was reintroduced as a moral duty. As nursing professionals, we have a duty to seek the best for the person under our care. We have to care diligently, lovingly, honestly and enthusiastically. We have to be concerned for the best for the other, take the responsibility for their care and also be consequent in caring for them. We must also consider if we have given satisfactory care?  Carmen Medina, in her presentation compared the example of the good Samaritan, as a living example of how a nurse should care!

The second speaker was Dr. Pablo Martinez. He, as usual, gave a wonderful exposition on the life of Joseph. His three themes were:
· “The test of family problems”, which equals Acceptance
· “The test of integrity” equals Obedience
· “The test of work”, which covers Excellence in service. 
These themes were excellent for all participants.

Rosa Lopez, also gave an update on the progress of this “Care of Migrant Nurses”  project and the nurses from other regions of Spain took it on board to try to reach out to migrant nurses in their respective communities. 
We, as NCF Spain, have been participating in  organising a Bioethics  and Hospital Chaplaincy Congress with the CMF in Spain and the Council of evangelical churches.  The Congress was held 27-29 May 2011 and this was a wonderful opportunity of teaching for migrant nurses and also for presenting the work of in Spain.
Three Spanish nurses participated as professional speakers . Pilar Paciencia, on “Post Abortion Trauma” (in a round table session) and “preparation for volunteer hospital visitors”; Juan Carlos Nogal , on “Emergency  room, ethical decisions from a nurses point of view”. This was also a round table session and included contributions from a  doctor who has been a  hospital director, an emergency room specialist and a pastor who teaches ethics in Bible schools. Our third speaker was Carmen Medina, a nurse educator and doctor in law, on “legislation for the end of life decisions and the hospital bioethics committee”.  In Rosa Lopez’s absence, Marion Deelan, introduced the “International Saline” training course on hospital visitation and chaplaincy. These were excellent themes, in this our third Bioethics Congress, which was long overdue, the last having been held more than 10 years ago. As part of our on-going “Care of Migrant Nurses” project, we were able to give scholarships to a Brazilian nurse; a nurse from Ecuador and one from Nicaragua to attend this Congress. The total cost of this was €405.
NCF Spain still have to complete the Project. This is planned for 12th November 2011, in Madrid, when the migrant nurses will report on their lessons learned from this project   and when Spanish nurses’ will also participate.

Thank you for your help in this.  May the Lord richly Bless you 

Yours sincerely in Christ Jesus

Marion Deelen and Rosa Lopez
NCF Spain  Email: ncfspain@ya.com
June 2011
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